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JHYG opens doors, uses gifts 
by Lydia Wittman 
"Peace be with you," were the words of 
Christ to LCMS congregations all around 
the world this Easter season. These same 
words also greeted the seven hundred 
Junior High youth and adults from 
Minnesota South district congregations 
who attended the 1998 Junior High Youth 
Gathering on the Concordia campus on 
April 24-25. In fact, you may have been 
part of making this great event happen; 
afterall, one out of 10 Concordia students 
were involved. 
The theme of the Gathering was Life 
Out of Doors (L.O.O.D.), based on the 
Gospel truth that in the same way Jesus 
appeared to his disciples through locked 
doors after His resurrection, God daily 
overcomes the doors in people's lives 
today. Over six months of preparation, 
blood, sweat, and prayers went into this 
by Amy Klein 
After three years of dedicated service 
to the Concordia community, campus 
pastor Gerry Coleman announced that he 
has decided to accept a call to the senior 
pastorship of Cross View Lutheran 
Church in Edina. Coleman explained in 
chapel on April 14 that as soon as he 
received the call, he knew that whatever 
choice he made, grief would be involved. 
He is leaving a community he loves for a 
congregation he has already grown to 
love. President Holst is currently forming 
a search committee for a new full-time 
campus pastor and is developing a plan to 
cover campus ministry in the interim. 
Heidi Bierlein has accepted the position 
of campus ministry intern for the 1998-99 
school year. 
This issue's Concordia Speaks 
gives witness to a few of the ways 
Coleman has served people in his time 
here at Concordia. He has given those at 
Concordia so much; what will he be tak- 
24 hour program, beginning at 4:00 p.m. 
Friday and ending at 4:00 p.m. Saturday. 
This year's gathering, "coached" by 
Heidi Bierlein and Sam Rahberg, broke 
the traditional JHYG model by utilizing an 
experiential learning model with stations 
and rotating groups. 
The production of the Gathering, 
according to Bierlein, was in every way a 
team effort. As event co-chairs, or cciach - 
ing away? "I will be taking away a great 
deal of wisdom," Coleman said. "I will 
take away with me relationships that will 
last the rest of my life." 
Coleman said there were a num-
ber of factors he considered in making his 
decision of whether to accept the call or 
stay here. One of the most fundamental 
is this: "I understand myself to be a 
parish pastor. I'm a guy who likes the life 
of the parish. I like the variety of ages and 
situations of people." He continued to 
explain that there's a point after which 
the number of calls corning to a pastor 
seriously diminishes, and now that he's 
45, that point is in view. He knew he was 
not going to spend the next 20 years in 
campus ministry, so when this call came 
along, he had to ask himself what better 
call might come along. 
Cross View seemed a good 
choice for Coleman for a number of rea-
sons. He is attracted to the opportunity 
to grow in his leadership skills in a 
continued on next page 
es as they prefer to be called, Bierlein and 
Rahberg established ten excellent teams 
to be responsible for various parts of the 
gathering, ranging from such duties as 
registration to equipping and celebration. 
Each of these ten teams had two co-chairs 
and consisted of CSP students. 
In all, over 100 students con-
tributed their service and hard 
work to making this year's 
gathering a success. 
While Bierlein acknowl-
edged that, " [The gathering] 
was more resonsibility than I 
ever imagined," she also was 
very excited about the "won-
derful mix of people" who 
worked on it because an event 
of this nature allows many 
continued on next page 
wAwrr--in 
For Dr. Burkart, Tom Hanna, and 
Ellie Close, this year's Christus Chorus tour 
to Florida during Holy Week was a little 
more exciting than they bargained for. 
Hanna, Christus president and bass section 
leader, almost drowned while body-surfing 
with a group of fellow choir members and 
was rescued by Burkart and Close. 
Hanna started out surfing down-
wind of the other choir members. "I 
thought I was getting somewhere, but 
then I turned around and realized I wasn't 
making any progress," Hanna explained. 
"I didn't notice the tide was coming in. Bill 
Sather said the water rose about seven feet 
in 20 minutes, but I didn't notice. I'm from 
Minnesota." When Hanna realized he was-
n't making progress in the water, he start-
ed screaming but the others couldn't hear 
him because of the strong wind and waves. 
"I started swimming back at an angle to the 
shore to somewhat ride the waves in. At 
this point I'd been swimming hard for 
about 20 minutes and I was getting tired. 
Hanna nearly 
Coleman accepts call drowns on 
to Edina's Crossview Christus tour  
Page 2 ews Wednesday, May 6, 1998 
PC's season at CSP comes to end 
continued from front page 
dynamic parish with a cutting-edge min- 
istry and an excellent staff. There also 
seemed to be a match between his gifts 
and what the congregation was looking 
for in a pastor. Another attraction was the 
unusual opportunity for an African- 
American pastor to be the leader of a 
large non-African-American congregation. 
In addition to all this, the people 
of Cross View also attracted his attention. 
Through the call process, he got to know 
many people, and formed some meaning- 
ful interactions. For example, Coleman 
continued from front page 
This is when I started to realize I was get-
ting into trouble." 
When his yelling and arm-waving 
attracted no attention from the others, 
who were about 100 feet away, he started 
to pray. "'Lord, this is not the way I want 
to die.' What I meant by that," Hanna 
explained, "was, first of all, I didn't want to 
die away from my family - that family, 
because Christus is a family, too - and sec-
ond because of the' impact it would have 
on our tour. I started praying the Lord's 
Prayer and felt a real peace. Then my 
memory starts to get foggy. I remember 
seeing Ellie Close, who's the initial one 
by Kay Rindal 
Yes, it's definitely "that time of year." 
The robins are back in town, from my win-
dow I can hear a lawn mower working busi-
ly, and students have turned in the financial 
aid forms and are eagerly waiting for that 
certain envelope to appear in their campus 
mailboxes. "What financial aid will I qualify 
for next year?" "Will I get as much grant 
money next year as I got this year?" "How 
much money will I have to borrow in stu-
dent loans as I am one year closer to gradu-
ating?" These and many other questions go 
through students minds--and the Concordia 
Financial Aid Office is ready and willing to 
help students answer those questions. 
Many factors help determine the amount 
of financial aid for which students qualify. 
Some factors seem obvious: what is the  
told the story about a 15-year-old boy at 
Cross View who told him that his friends 
at Minneapolis Lutheran High School 
(where Coleman has often done chapel 
services) told him that Pastor Coleman is 
their friend, and the boy wanted Coleman 
to be his friend, too. 
Cross View is receiving a pre-
cious gift. As we say good-bye to our pas-
tor, we can rejoice with our brothers and 
sisters in Edina who will now be benefit-
ing from the ministry of God through this 
servant. The love of God through him 
that heard me, heading out with Dr. 
Burkart, and they both had surfboards. I 
don't remember much except him telling 
me to hang on to the surfboard. I remem-
ber falling off the board once and then I 
got back on and didn't have much farther 
to go at that point." 
Dr. Burkart is known for his 
sense of humor, and he was able to apply 
that gift to this situation as well. Later on 
the day of the near-drowning, he brought 
Hanna a roll of Lifesavers candy with the 
line, "If you ever go swimming again, here 
you go." The next day at Perkins', he blew 
up balloons and gave them to Hanna for 
the same reason. "(Burkart) is an 
income of the student, or the parent; how 
much does the student have in savings; how 
much do the parents have in savings? Other 
factors are less obvious: how many people 
are in the student's family (did this number 
increase or decrease since last year?); how 
many family members are in college (again, 
did this number change since last year?); 
how many credits will the student take each 
semester? Still other factors are even less 
obvious: what is the age of the older parent 
(as parents approach retirement age, the 
federal formula protects more of the assets 
for retirement); in what state does the stu-
dent reside (taxes vary from state to state)? 
Students who submitted their Concordia 
financial aid applications, their federal tax 
retums, and have their FAFSA results back 
by the April 15th deadline have made the 
best effort possible to receive the maximum  
has been a blessing to us all as he has 
shared his many gifts with us. If you miss 
Pastor Coleman already, be assured that 
your feelings are not unrequited; when 
asked what he has enjoyed most about 
being at Concordia, he replied, "Students. 
Relationships. The people." And don't 
think that you'll never see him again after 
he is installed at Cross View; as he 
explained, "There's a relationship 
between me and Concordia and that rela-
tionship will be different certainly but that 
relationship won't stop." 
absolutely wonderful man," Hanna said. 
"He's very, very talented and a great lover 
of music. He's a very wise man. I owe my 
life both to hilt and Ellie.Close." 
Reflecting further on the experi-
ence, Hanna commented, "God isn't fin-
ished with me yet. I know that as I look 
back on my life that God has held me in 
His hands since I was a little kid. God is 
my father when I don't listen to Him -- He 
lightly cuffs me across the back of my head 
to get my attention. When I look back over 
my entire life, I can see how He's always 
directed and guided me in my life, how 
He's always been there." 
amount of grant and scholarship money 
Concordia offers. Concordia remains the 
lowest cost four-year private institution in 
Minnesota, while it continues to provide the 
maximum financial assistance possible to all 
applicants. 
So, when that long-awaited financial aid 
package finally appears in your mailbox, 
think about your family situation. Have 
there been changes? Remember, lots of 
things make an impact on how aid eligibility 
is calculated. And if you still have questions, 
your financial aid office personnel is "ready 
and willing" to answer them. You're wel-
come to stop in anytime. And if we don't 
see you sooner, we look forward to having 




by Amy Klein 
Elizabeth Coleman, academic 
advisor in the Department of Human 
Services and Professional Development, 
was released from the hospital April 10 
and returned home three weeks ago 
after successful surgery to donate a kid-
ney to her aunt, Ruby. According to her 
husband, campus pastor Gerry Coleman, 
her recovery is going well. Talk to Pastor 
Coleman if you would like more informa-
tion about her expected recovery and 
return. 
Ruby, whose name may be 
familiar as she has been on our prayer list 
for quite some time, is also doing well 
after receiving the kidney. There have 
been no signs of rejection so far. She has 
good tlini61—signs and vital statistics, and 
has good color for the first time in 
months. 
Many in the Concordia commu-
nity did not know about Elizabeth's 
planned trip for the donation until a 
chapel service shortly before she went, in 
which Mary Arnold presented her with a 
check to help defray expenses. 
Concordia faculty and staff had raised 
over $2,000 to help with her trip. 
Studen s con- 
tribute to "Life 
Out of Doors" at 
JHYG 
continued from front page 
people, whether they are in a church 
work program or not, to share their gifts. 
This way, as Bierlein stated, `We could let 
people shine." 
Others who contributed their time and 
talents to the gathering include Lisa 
Harden, the special events manager at 
CSP, Prof. Steve Arnold, the faculty advi-
sor who has helped with it for 12 years, 
and the two wise theological advisors, Dr. 
Rich Carter and Dr. Mark 
S 	c 	h 	u.1 	e 	r 	. 
Burkart, Close rescue Hanna in water 
1998-99 Financial Aid packages: coming 
soon to a campus mailbox near you 
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Orient Bound: Heginbotham receives 
Fulbright to teach at U of Hong Kong 
by Lydia Wittman 
Dr. Eleanor Heginbotham will be leaving 
Concordia with big shoes to fill, according to 
colleague Dr. Debra Beilke, while she is 
teaching at the University of Hong Kong next 
year. Having received the award of a 







for the Sword, 
will be spend-
ing the next 








graduate and graduate level Chinese and 
American students. 
This scholarship is designed for Associate 
Professors; therefore, the Fulbright award 
cam as a pleasant surprise to Heginbotham 
who began the application process last sum-
mer. Her agenda for next year consists of 
teaching two classes at the University. In the 
beginning she will teach novels that will be 
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struggle to blend with the majority," said 
Heginbotham about the novels she has cho- 
sen. Her second class will be a specialty 
course focused on Emily Dickinson and mod-
em women poets. 
Living abroad is by no means a new expe-
rience for Heginbotham. As the wife of a for-
mer foreign service officer who became the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for East Asia, 
Heginbotham lived in Liberia, Saigon, and 
Indonesia before settling down to teach in 
the United States: "I wouldn't be who I am 
now without these experiences," she said and 
smiled, "I'm lucky I married who I did." She 
specifically chose Hong Kong for the scholar-
ship because she remembers it as a beautiful 
city and because her son, Eric, is involved 
with his graduate work in Shang-Hai. 
Beilke said on behalf of the English depart-
ment, "We are very proud of her and person-
ally, we will really miss her." They will miss 
her so much that plans for a mid-year vaca-
tion to Hong Kong are already in the making! 
Heginbotham's absence will leave several 
spots open to one or more temporary full-
time professors. These spots include the 
areas of writing and journalism classes, as well 
as education methods courses. 
"I grieve most over not seeing my advisees 
in their student teaching next year," 
Heginbotham commented. She will, howev-
er, be able to be a part of the Senior Capstone 
class via e-mail. 
Junior Mindy Tranberg, one of 
Heginbotham's advisees, said, "When I heard 
she would be gone next year, I was really 
bummed. She was a major influence on my 
decision to be an English major and has 
always encouraged and supported me." 
Already Heginbotham is looking forward to 
her return to teaching in the U.S. "I want to 
experience all that I can and bring those 
experiences back to Concordia." 
Heginbotham credits the administrator of 
CSP for helping her in many ways for her 
adventure next year. "They've written sup-
portive letters and have been helpful in work-
ing out the details. They are very excited 
about the possibilities ahead of me." 
With Heginbotham, those possibilities are 
endless. The Sword would like to acknowl-
edge all of her dedicated volunteer work to 
its pages and staff this past year. God's bless-
ing in the Orient next year! 
English professor and newspaper advisor Eleanor Heginbotham is 
counting down the days until her departure for Hong Kong where 
she will teach literature as a Fulbright Scholar. Here, she and stu-
dent Lydia Wittman, who also will teach in China next year, look 
at a map of China as they dream about their adventures ahead. 
ent ambassa ors 
by Eleanor Heginbotham 
"It was one of my goals in coming to college 
to go abroad," declares Lydia Wittman, who 
will achieve her goal, spending her next acad-
emic year teaching in China under the aus-
pices of E.L.I.C. (English Language Institute of 
China). Even as she applied for this first-time 
opportunity for a Concordia student, Wittman 
was already on her way toward her goal. Over 
the post-Christmas break she was part of the 
Israel tour arranged by Professor Mark Schuler 
and President Robert Holst. 
Having been introduced to E.L.I.C. through 
Vice President for Student Success, Dr. Eunice 
Streifert, Wittman and fellow student and jour-
nalist Amy Klein began the challenging process 
of applying, writing essays and asking at least 
six people--three of them academic sources 
and three spiritual life connections—for letters 
of reference. Wittman and Klein were accepted 
over a month ago; because E.L.I.C. encourages 
prospective teachers to take time to consider 
the commitment to living such a long time in a 
far away place and to taking an entire year out 
of their academic program to do so. Both have 
deliberated carefully. In fact, Klein is still 
doing so; thus, this article features Wittman. 
Having written for the Sword last year and 
edited it with a remarkable blend of calm good 
sense, gentle but firm leadership, and 
advanced editing skills, Wittman is already 
familiar to most Concordia students. If they 
don't know her journalism work, they may 
know this Communication and Theology 
major through her work as an R.A., her singing 
and dancing in Gospel Time, or her involve-
ment in small group ministry. Wittman also 
trains for marathon running; this June she will 
run in her second. In previous years, she she 
has performed with the Concordia Band as a 
flute player and tubist. 
This Rockford, Illinois native credits her 
mother, a CEO of a social agency for troubled 
youth, for her love of people, and her father, a 
teacher at a community college, for her sense 
of adventure. She will take to China a range of 
talents, experiences, and character traits, the 
most important of which one can hear as she 
tells of all the ways her Concordia education 
has drawn her to the China project. 
"I feel that God has been paving the way for 
this [China adventure]. This year I was intro-
duced to the Hmong community; I worked 
with three classmates on an ethnographic 
study for our Communication Theory class," 
she explains, "It opened my heart to the Asian  
people." The group from Professor Marilyn 
Reineck's class presented their paper at the 
Communication Conference sponsored by the 
University of St. Thomas on Friday, April 24. 
Other communication and theology classes 
such as Intercultural Communication with Dr. 
Basma Abrahim-Devries and Our Living Faith 
with Dr. Richard Carter also contributed to 
Wittman's understanding and widening view 
of the world. In addition, Dr. James Found, a 
missionary who returned this year from 11 
years of service in Taiwan, has shared his 
knowledge of and resources on China. 
Following a nine week internship stint as an 
editor at Concordia Publishing House in St. 
Louis, on August 10 Wittman will fly to Los 
Angeles for 18 intensive days of training, after 
which she and a team of four or five other col-
lege students who may be from various 
denominations and from anywhere in the 
United Stateswill take up their duties in a 
Chinese city yet to be disclosed teaching 
English to Chinese children who might be any-
where from kindergarten age to twelfth grade. 
One of the team members will be a veteran of 
E.L.I.C. and will act as mentor. They will share 
a residence (separate bedroonis, shared bath-
room) and will each teach 16 classes a week. 
When she returns, Wittman will complete 
her double major, primarily taking classes in 
Theology; then she will turn her attention 
toward her future with Timothy Brasher, her 
fiance (and also the current Technical Editor 
of the Sword, with whom she has collaborated 
this year). The couple plans a wedding on 
August 12, 2000, followed by some time work-
ing abroad together in missions. Judging 
from their contributions to this campus 
through the paper you are reading, they will 
make a great team. 
Now this writer, an advisor for the Sword, 
must abandon any pretense of journalistic 
objectivity. Lydia Wittman has carried an enor 
mous responsibility for keeping the campus 
informed, entertained, and inspired. She has 
worked throughout the night on deadline 
weekends, cajoled others to work as hard as 
possible, and maintained a radiant, optimistic, 
and encouraging spirit at all times. Even in dif-
ficult times-and there are plenty of those on 
any newspaper, she is never outwardly ruffled. 
It has been a joy to work with her. She seems 
magnificently well prepared for the life she 
envisions, a life of travel that will make use of 
her skills in communication for serving Christ. 
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Comet softball carries on success story 
by Melissa R. Bargfrede and Carrie 
Crampton 
New direction sometimes breeds resent-
ment and limits success among teams. 
Fortunately, this has not been the case for 
the Comet softball team. They have con-
tinued their tradition of success that has 
defined the program for so many years in 
the past. Headed by Coach Tom Rubbelke 
and assisted by Jim Rubbelke, Bob Bartel, 
and Sue Farinacci, the transi-
tion has been pretty easy and 
smooth for these women. 
The coaching staff is wonder-
ful. They are all knowledge-
able and genuinely interested 
in the athletes they work with 
- and work for. 
Fun in the sun 
The women's softball trip 
to California over Spring 
Break was "a lot of fun." They 
saw a lot of sights and enjoyed 
the weather, but they also 
played a lot of tough games. 
The emphasis was definitely 
on softball; they practiced or  
played every day. The main event was the 
Triton Classic, hosted by University of 
California-San Diego. The competition was 
stiff. Along with UC - San Diego, they 
played University of San Diego, Redlands, 
CSU - Dominguez Hills, Claremont, Azusa 
Pacific, and California Baptist, bringing 
home a record of 2-4. 
Home field advantage 
The biggest home event of the year is 
decidedly the 
Comet Classic, 
which is hosted 
annually on our 
campus. This 







With so many 
teams, it required 
using two fields 
at Dunning Park 
as well as our 
home field. It  
was a success not only as tournaments go in 
general, but also for the Comet women, as 
they were third behind very strong teams 
from St. Mary's and UW-Stevens Point. 
2-3 finish in strong 
field 
The Pointer Fastpitch 
Invitational was held at 
UW-Stevens Point April 
25-26. The Comets had 
faced several of these 
teams previously in the 
season with variable suc-
cess. It was a seven-team 
tournament, and CSP 
played five games in two 
days. They first defeated 
host Stevens Point 6-3, 
then gave up the follow-
ing three games (UW-Stout 9-3, UW-River 
Falls 5-1, Lawrence 9-4) before closing out 
the weekend with a 2-1 win over UW-Eau 
Claire. 
UMAC tidbits 
Conference play has been going very 
well for this squad. Their lone UMAC loss 
was to Martin Luther College in a very dis- 
appointing game that "we should've won." 
However strong the conference record may 
be, the title is still very much up for grabs 
among all the teams. The level of competi-
tiveness is very stringent this year, which 
makes it difficult to predict 
the outcome. 
Outlook 
Next year looks like it 
could definitely be "the year." 
Only three team members 
graduate this year, which 
should also help to stabilize it 
a little more. A very strong 
class of seniors will undoubt-
edly be looked upon to lead 
the team through another suc-
cessful season. Additionally, 
the team hopes and plans to 
increase the pitching staff, which is current-
ly at a meager (but talented) two: Andrea 
Miller and Kelly Greene. Both will return 
with more experience under their belts and 
be even stronger than they already are. In 
effect, the plan is to gain the experience to 
go along with the growing numbers. The 
tradition continues... 
Pitcher Andrea Miller contributed her 
best efforts to beat out St. Scholastica at 
the Comets' home game on Tuesday, 
April 28. 	photo by Abbie Weiss 
The Comet softball team seeks 
the UMAC title as the season 
comes to a close. 
photo by Abbie Weiss 
Baseball to sweep UMAC tourney 
by Melissa R. Bargfrede 
Every team is about ups and downs and ins 
and outs. Somehow, the Comet baseball 
team this year seems to be able to pull it off 
when the "W" really means something spe-
cial. Even though they had previously split 
every conference series of the season for the 
first half of the season, it only took one sweep 
to put them in first place in UMAC. It came 
in a midweek match-up against Martin 
Luther, giving the much-needed boost to the 
top. However, when St. Scholastica swept 
the series they hosted (against CSP), that 
moved them into a tie for first place and an 
equal chance to hold the title. 
The statistics for this season seem to speak 
for themselves. Consistency is inarguably a 
weak point. A lot of errors and unearned 
runs have been the main cause for the 
"downs" and "outs" mentioned earlier. 
However, the hitting has saved more than a 
few games for the Comet squad, and some 
miraculous defensive plays have helped out a 
bit, too. Diving catches and amazing leaps 
always add to the trauma, drama and excite-
ment of baseball games. 
Okay. So really it has been an exciting sea-
son. (I'm proud that I can still say that after  
sitting through not only quite a few games, 
but a lot of practices, too.) Aside from a few 
games that can best be described as "learning 
experiences," it really has been a relative suc-
cess. • There is a definite "team" feeling about 
them. They live, play, and work well togeth-








and Eric Schutte, they have learned and 
improved as a team and individually. A few 
are playing positions that are new to them, 
and most of them have the flexibility to play 
at more than one spot at any given time. This 
flexibility has been a considerable help to 
share playing time and to give rest to those 
who need it most. 
Fan support is always a major addition to 
morale and atmosphere. It has been great to 
see the faithful supporters who Withstand 
wind, rain, heat, and cold to cheer on the 
Comets and to antagonize the opposition. Of 
course, there's always room for more. 
Conference, Sectionals, Regionals 
At the time this article went to press, the 
UMAC crown had yet to be decided definite-
ly, despite our first place standing. There are 
a few games left to play among the confer-
ence teams. Considering that all of the com-
petition seemed to have the same problems 
that we had to sweep any 
of the series, it would not 
take much more than 
another sweep to take the 
title home for any team or 
at least a share of it. 
The weekend of April 
30-May 3 is the Sectional Tournament in 
Sioux City, Iowa. Concordia is expected to be 
selected as the first or second seed, which 
means that the chances down there are pret-
ty good, and the chance to advance to the 
Regional Tournament (#1 in section is 
required for advancement). That would be 
the first appearance ever for the Comets, and 
they consider this no minor feat to accom-
plish, however well they prepare. Hard work 
and dedication are required, and sometimes, 
even that isn't enough. These guys know 
that, though, and that's what makes them so 
ready to play the game. 
Outlook 
It seems that every season, when I write 
about the upcoming year, I talk about the 
hope and the promise that the team has for 
the future. I say that because I believe it, and 
this team is not an exception. 
Next year's team will surely miss this year's 
seniors,. but the outlook is not as dismal as 
one might think. There are some fantastic 
players amongst the younger guys. Pitcher 
Scott Hollingsworth has one more season of 
eligibility to play, and the sophomore class is 
pretty strong in force. There are also a good 
deal of power in the freshmen, which has 
been seen and felt already this year, and there 
is plenty of hope for their future. And as 
always, some positions will be juggled a bit by 
the recruiting that the coaches have pursued, 
as well. 
We look forward to another season of 
Comet Baseball, having one more good year 
to build on and plenty of hope to grow on. 
I \/ 
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Comet track and field: young and restless 
by Melissa R. Bargfrede with Laurie 
Steffenhagen 
Tenacity, quickness, desire, endurance, 
control: these are all elements that make 
up a runner. Throw in a little bit of fun, 
laughter, friendship, and you have the 
Concordia track and field teams. 
For a team as young and inexperienced 
as this one, they are showing their stuff 
everywhere they go. Every weekend, and 
a few weekdays here and there, the 
Comet track and field teams compete 
with others who are the best around. 
These are teams that exist because of 
sports scholarships and heavy recruiting, 
two things that Concordia doesn't partic-
ularly depend upon. Steadily improving, 
this is one team that is made up of many 
teams to work for improvement, disci-
pline and control. 
Under the new coaching staff (Tom 
Kerr, Jonathan Breitbarth, and Mike 
Paone), the strength and abilities of the 
teams seem to be flourishing. They (the 
coaches) spend a good deal of time get-
ting to know the athletes personally and 
athletically. There is a distinct and 
unique feeling of camaraderie between  
the coaches and the teams. They are sup-
portive of each other. It adds to their "all 
for one and one for all" appeal. 
Stout 
The UW-Stout Invitational was one of 
huge success for Concordia's teams. 
School records were broken, as well as 
personal records, and they came home 
with great confidence. There were twelve 
top 10 finishes - 22 finishes in the top 15 -
from all the events for both women and 
men. The 4x100m women's relay 
achieved a new school record with their 
fourth place time of 51.47 seconds. That 
team consists of Jenny Danielson, Laurie 
Steffenhagen, Jessica Breitkreutz, and Jen 
Hoberg. Steffenhagen also brought 
home a first place in the long jump from 
that meet, which was a CSP record at 
5.24m. That jump was good enough to 
put her at ninth in the nation at that point 
in the season. 
Carleton/St.Olaf 
On Saturday, April 18, the men's and 
women's teams traveled to Northfield. 
The men competed at Carleton College 
while the women went to St. Olaf. The  
results were not as brilliant as those at 
Stout, but there were some personal 
improvements. Chris Schafer, Travis 
Busch, and Shane Wassermann all 
improved their field events. Most of the 
sprinters - men and women - shaved time, 
as well as Melissa Beise and Jason Jensen, 
who ran the 800m; even though the place 
ratings were somewhat less than desir-
able, the meets were better for about half 
of the competitors. 
Drake Relays 
The Drake Relays are always a major 
event. It is a gathering of the best of the 
best from across the nation. Olympic-
level athletes compete there. Concordia 
sent two relay teams this year - men's and 
women's sprint medley. They ran into 
some problems, but had a lot of fun. The 
men ran on Friday in dry, warm, sunny 
conditions. The day was virtually perfect 
for a meet, but the race was not so per-
fect. A ragged first hand-off caused some 
trouble and made it difficult to get back 
into it. Saturday dawned cloudy and a lit-
tle cooler, and a few of the men ran in an 
open 8k road race in the morning. The 
women's race was scheduled for 10:40,  
but then they learned that they weren't 
even a listed team. Coach Kerr managed 
to get them a spot in the first heat, any-
way, so things ended up going a little bet-
ter after that. They didn't make it into the 
finals, so they spent the day watching the 
meet and enjoying the experience. 
Outlook 
There are several meets left, including 
the conference meet and NAIA finals, in 
addition to a few smaller ones. There are 
still chances for people to make it to 
Nationals. 
The expectations for next year appear 
pretty high, but not unreasonable. There 
was so much turnover from last year that 
it was a struggle at the beginning, but 
they've come out of it just fine. With the 
youth and the talent that this team 
already possesses, in addition to the 
recruiting class, it should be a great year. 
Congratulations to the graduating athletes 
This is just a little salute to the seniors who will be finishing their collegiate athletic careers department after this 
spring season. We appreciate all that you did for your respective programs, and hope that you will always feel at 













      
Thank you for your time, dedication, and commitment to Concordia (College) University Athletics. You will be 
missed greatly! God bless! 















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Director Mike Charron has 
assembled an all-star cast, 
including the King's Players 
and former Student Union 
director Dan Asmus, to per-
form a rock opera„ entitled 
"Called to be Free." This per-
formance will take place as the 
last mass event at the National 
Youth Gathering in Atlanta 
this July. 




Literary Genius: Lost Strindberg from the 
in the Funhouse 	sound booth 
by Amity Foster 
Wow. The last one. No more will my 
five or six loyal readers be treated to my 
random thoughts about cool books. One 
book that I have made time to read is 
Lost In The Funhouse by John Barth. It is 
a collection of short stories which are 
connected, by character or by ideas. I 
once read an exerpt of Barth's work about 
two years ago. I didn't like it and didn't 
understand it all. I don't know if I under-
stand it any more, but I do know that I 
like it a lot more because it made me 
laugh when I really needed to. 
Seven stories into the book, and I have 
read about twins attached belly to back, 
kids being kids, bees swarming on a child 
and his mother, and a book giving its own 
autobiography. As with all good books, 
the reader is drawn into the characters, 
like Ambrose who was swarmed on by 
bees while being breast-fed. Ambrose's 
story moves on throughout the book as 
he grows up, changing views and names. 
Thus far, one of the themes in the book is 
that of growing up, of changing (whether 
physically or mentally). Last semester I 
talked about Italo Calvino's book, If 017 a 
Winter's Night a Traveler. Lost In The 
Funhouse reminds me of Calvino's story 
because of the way characters and stories 
mix together. The writers use the same 
style, with narrators that switch voice, 
even though the story stays the same. 
The story I like the most is 
"Autobiography." Barth spends time in 
his introduction explaining that the 'I' in 
the story is not himself, but the story. 
The story describes its parents: Dad, the 
writer who dallied with Mom, a recording 
device, when he got bored one day. This 
has probably been done before: a writer 
creating a story that is literally living as its 
own being, but Barth makes it real. I actu-
ally felt sympathy for a story talking about 
its creation and its readers. The story 
goes through a sort of mid-life crisis, and 
then talks of its death. I felt sad for a 
thing that can't hear itself talk, and whose 
creator is jealous and dislikes it. 
The story speaks like a human being as 
it says, "Shark up some memorable words 
at least. There seems to be time. 
Nonsense, I'll mutter to the end, one 
word after another, string the rascals out, 
mad or not, heard or not, my last words 
will be my last words". Yeah.  
by Amity Foster 
Seeing a show from the booth is always 
different from seeing it in the house. 
Knowing what the lights and sound are 
supposed to do makes me feel like I know 
what the show itself is supposed to do. 
Watching Mark Rosenwinkel's show, 
Wanderings: A Strinberg Odyssey, made 
me realize this isn't always true. 
The show is about and based on August 
Strindberg and some of his works. I know 
very little about this playwright: he wrote A 
Dream Play and Ghost Sonata. The show, 
performed by Rosenwinkel, who is also the 
writer of Almirante, done at Concordia last 
year. Mark Rosenwinkel, a Concordia 
alumnus, is the writer of several plays, 
including Moby Dick, based on Melville's 
book, which was performed at a children's 
festival in Russia. 
Rosenwinkel's intrigue with August 
Strindberg began about seventeen years 
ago while he was in graduate school. He 
says the passion of Strindberg's existence 
and the tension between his religious 
upbringing drew him to do a show on the 
playwright. Strindberg grew up in a reli-
gious household, denounced it, and  
towards the end of his life, started to come 
back to religion. 
Wanderings was performed by 
Rosenwinkel as August Strindberg and 
Elizabeth Streiff, taking on the various 
roles of prostitute, beggar woman, house-
keeper and young girl. The first act is com-
posed of Strindberg's opinions about 
women, other writers, dogs, fame, love 
and his interest in chemistry. The second 
act contains references to, and ideas from, 
Strindberg's plays. Both acts bring in 
Strindberg's emotions about religion, par-
ticularly his changing emotions about reli-
gion. 
Many of the ideas and themes come 
from his plays, short stories, and novels. 
literature is often thought to be somewhat 
autobiographical, and Rosenwinkel sug-
gests this is true of Strinberg. Like other 
famous artists, it is hard to find the divid-
ing line between art and reality between 
Strindberg's life and his work. 
I knew very little about August 
Strinberg when I saw this show. After see-
ing Wanderings, what I know has been 
supplemented by Mark Rosenwinkel's cre-
ative take on a very odd man. 
COME CHECK OUT THE STUDENT 













Works directed by Dr. Mike Charron's directing class: 
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The Sword would like to congratulate the follow-
ing students whose engagements took place dur-
ing the 1997-98 school year. We are sorry for 
those we have missed. 
Tom Gunderman and Amy Schaffer 
Ryan Clark and Katherine Krunim 
Lucas Woodford and Becky Swanson 
Tim Brasher and Lydia Wittman 
Steve Bauer and April Salchert 
Ted Crust and Carolyn Haven'or 
J.D. Mull and Stephanie Radke 
Michael Scott and Monica Murray 
Travis Pittock and Stephanie Gruhn 
Ryan Knollmaier and Emily Heinicke 
Chris Fink and Jen Dupic 
D'3 TIM 11 	IOU all 
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A view from the tunnel 
A View from the Tunnel 
by Gerry Coleman 
Campus Pastor 
Seasons are by nature transitory. They 
don't last forever. 
Winter in Minnesota seems to last for-
ever, but sooner or later there are the 
signs of a coming spring. Gradually 
lengthening days. Warmer rains. The 
ineffable smell of the earth coming alive. 
That first brave bulb coaxed out of the  
ground. And finally, the whole riotous 
celebration in color and smell of life 
returning to the earth. And before you 
know it, winter seems like a distant mem-
ory. For a while. • 
A school year passes just as quickly. 
First there is a warm summer day with the 
joyful chaos of people glad to be here: the 
loud and happy sounds of people greet-
ing old friends, making new friends, lug-
ging boxes into dormitories, comparing 
class schedules, making plans to get 
together to get caught up. Then in the 
blink of an eye, it's all graduation 
announcements, papers, finals, summer 
plans, and goodbyes. For a while. 
I came to Minnesota on March 25, 
1995. I came to Concordia with great 
excitement and hope for the future. On 
May 31 I will be installed as pastor of 
Cross View Lutheran Church in Edina. 
For me it will be a change of season. My 
Concordia season seems to have passed 
so quickly. But in reality, it was long and 
fruitful and joyful. Please accept my grat-
itude for the wonder of so great a season, 
one that enriched my life in profound 
ways. Please accept my thanks for your 
forgiveness, your love, your support, your 
partnership. Please grieve with me the 
passing of this season. And please cele-
brate with me the excitement of the sea-
son to come. To read a book is to be will-
ing to turn the page, trusting that in the 
pages to come are delights that surpass 
the delight of the current page. 
If you are among those who have 
received correspondence from me, you  
may know that I characteristically close 
my letters with the phrase "In the awe-
some love of Christ." I came to you in the 
awesome love of Christ. I leave you in the 
awesome love of Christ. In between we 
shared a season in the awesome love of 
Christ. Best of all, there are seasons 
ahead that we will share in the awesome 
love of Christ. One of those seasons will 
not be transitory; it will be forever. So let 
the last word be "in the awesome love of 
Christ." And let it be expressed in the 
words that adorned my office sign, words 
from Isaiah 43: "...because you are pre-





Just one thing 
by Christy Buhl 
There are so many "just one 
things." We are all rushing around to fin-
ish just one last paper, to give one last 
report, to research one last topic, to 
accomplish one last project, to get in one 
last hour at work. The graduating stu-
dents have many "just one things" to do, 
There is just one last interview, one last 
class to take, one last recommendation to 
get, one last time to have our favorite pro-
fessor, one last time to be with friends, 
one last time to make a memory, one last 
time to say good-bye. 
For some of us, maybe it's not 
the end of school; there are graduate 
studies to pursue, or the seminary to look 
forward to. Others of us are beginning 
life in the work world, settling down into 
that first call or working at the company 
of our choice. Some look forward to the 
;rest of their lives with the people they 
'love. Still others look forward to traveling 
and new adventures in this country and 
around the world. And some are still not 
sure what those last things will be or 
;where they may lead. Whatever they 
might be there are still so many "one last 
things" to do. 
In fact, these "one last things" 
will never end. Until the day we leave this  
earth there will always be just one last 
thing to do. But on the day when we do 
leave all these one last things, there will 
be only ONE THING. And that is the 
most important.thing, Jesus, He is indeed 
the-dne last thing. 
Stop and take a minute in the 
midst of all these one last things and 
think about that One last thing. God, the 
Father, promised to set the world which 
He created and which He loves free from 
the evil in which it lives. He had just one 
thing in mind and-just one thing He did. 
John 3:16 states His just one thing dearly: 
"For God so loved the world that He gave 
His ONE and only Son, so that whosoever 
believes in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life." 
So as we get ready for that "one 
last thing" and the "one last time," 
remember the "just one thing" Christ did 
for us. He died and rose again so that our 
one last thing would be a never ending 
just one thing with Him. 
7, Z X. X rcl I 
Jeff Cloeter, freshman: "His hugs." 
Toby Schmidt, senior: "Sitting in the 
campus ministry center, just talking, he 
and I, with my head on his chest like a 
father and a son, and just really having a 
personal relationship with him, more than 
a student and a pastor. Also being able 
to watch him with the day care kids." 
o ordia Speakgs 
What's your favorite memory of 
Pastor Coleman? 
by Amy Klein 
Caroline Stowe, sophomore: "One that sticks out in my 
mind is last year when he was baptizing someone; he just 
started crying while he was baptizing them." 
Ellie Close, junior: "How he made 
fun of me because I said I wasn't any 
good at music when I sang in chapel. 
He's been bugging me about it ever 
since. He's been really impor'tant to 
me because he's encouraged me to 
continue music whether as a major or 
just as a ministry for the Lord." 
Chris Ohland, senior: "The many 
different ways that he conducts 
chapel, and the one that pops into 
my mind is the day he washed Ryan 
Brons' feet. That was really moving. 
He just makes the old Bible stories 
we've heard over and over come 
alive again. They take on a deeper 
meaning. I guess that's a testament 
to him and to the stories, too. 
Another thing is the way he empow-
ers students. He's always gotten stu-
dents involved and I know that's his 
goal. I think that's why it's so mean-
ingful to us." 
A message from the President 
"A New Creation" was the theme of our 
1997-98 academic year and now it is time 
to access its value. Our theme, drawn 
from 2 Corinthians 5:17, has a Greek 
word for "new" which can be translated 
"renewed," "improved," or "better." Are 
you a "renewed, improved, or better" per-
son as the year ends? Or, as Concordia's 
Mission Statement states, are you better 
prepared "for thoughtful and informed 
living, for dedicated service to God and 
humanity, and for the enlightened care of 
God's creation?" 
To tell the truth, as the year ends, I 
don't feel like a new creation. I am weary. 
I feel run down rather than renewed. But 
reflecting on my feelings, I understand 
the pressures of the moment lead me to 
overlook the good that has happened this 
year. Renewal begins when I think of the 
accomplishments of our faculty and staff. 
They faced three high hurdles and 
cleared all with grace and ease. For the  
first time, they operated as a university 
(rather than with a college structure). 
The semester system was also new. All 
professors taught all new courses! 
Intense preparation and plain hard work 
resulted in a successful evaluation visit by 
the North Central accreditation team. 
Concordia University at the end of 1998 is 
better than Concordia College on gradua-
tion day, 1997! 
Renewal also takes place when I reflect 
upon the accomplishments of our stu-
dents. Surviving in a sea of change is dif-
ficult. Thriving is a triumph. I have seen 
many victories this year. As the year ends, 
event after event -- too many to attend 
them all -- demonstrate student achieve-
ments. Our juried student art exhibit 
pleases me as much as the professional 
exhibits during the year. I stand in awe of 
our musicians. Their glad sounds bless 
the ear and create a new spirit for the 
soul! Concordia's South East Asian 
Student association, UMOJA and our 
International Student Association created 
new awareness of harmony in diversity 
and of the rich reward in appreciation of 
cultural patterns. I learn of service activi-
ties quietly carried out with commitment 
and care. This year our athletes created 
new levels of ability. Our daily chapel ser-
vices put my life in the context of the 
Christian Gospel and renewed my faith. 
To err by mentioning only one more  
honor, I praise the editors, writers and 
staff of The Sword. With professional 
care, they have shared good and bad 
news. They have challenged our thinking 
with information and opinions to 
improve the academic experience as well 
as to build meaningful relationships. 
In gratitude for all the efforts and care 
that you have given to make Concordia a 
new creation, I will end this year by shar-
ing with you a quotation from Octavio 
Paz, who died April 22,1998. The Mexican 
intellectual's writings, especially The 
Labyrinth of Solitude, continue to chal-
lenge, change and recreate me. I hope 
that it gives you food for thought, too. 
"We . . . live in a world of violence and 
deception, a world dominated by Don No 
One. It protects us but also oppresses us, 
hides us but also disfigures us. If we tear 
off these masks, if we open ourselves up, 
if - in brief- we face our own selves, then 
we can truly begin to live and to think. 
Nakedness and defenselessness are await-
ing us. But there, in that 'open' solitude, 
transcendence is also waiting: The out-
stretched hands of other solitary beings. 
For the first time in our history, we are 
contemporaries of all mankind." Or, as 
the Biblical context for our theme 
reminds our faith, "If anyone is in Christ, 
there is a new creation." 
Thank you, congratulations, and God's 
blessings as a new creation. 







Jason "J-Rock" Moran 
SWORD EDITORS 
The Sword is the work of students and fac-
ulty at Concordia University, St. Paul, MN. 
We welcome feedback from all readers 
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:d's peace be 
Have a blessed 
summer! 
